
 

 
 

Pr o j ect  New slet t er  No . 3  
 

Ab ou t  t h e p r o j ect   

The project  aim s to enable young people to understand, pract ice, and 
influence part icipatory budgets across European cit ies. The project  will 
develop the capacity building of educators and local authorit ies to 
im plem ent  part icipatory budget ing and increase civic part icipat ion am ong 
the youth. 

Par t n er s 

 
Out  of the Box I nternat ional (Belgium )  is the lead organisat ion and 
im plem ent ing the project  with 9 partners:  Union of the Balt ic Cit ies 
(Poland) , CESI E ( I taly) , CSI  (Cyprus) , SÜDWI ND (Aust r ia) , RD I KSD 
(Latvia) , OPENS (Serbia) , I ED (Greece) , XWHY and VYTAUTAS MAGNUS 
University (Lithuania) . 
 

Discla im er   

This has been funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed 
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Th i r d  Par t n er s’  Meet in g  in  Rig a  

 
Third t r an sn at ion al  p ar t n er s’  m eet in g  was 
held in Riga, Latvia July 11 -  12, 2023. The 
m eet ing served to discuss current  
achievem ents in the project  im plem entat ion, 
define further targets for dissem inat ion and 
out reach as well as to finalize YUPAD Policy 
Brief, part icular ly when it  com es to 
recom m endat ions to local policy m akers, 

youth organizat ions, form al educat ion inst itut ions, relevant  EU agencies 
and other relevant  stakeholders. Advocacy plans for local and European 
level were discussed and agreed. The partners shared feedback from  young 
people and other relevant  actors that  took part  in the pilot ing of developed 
YUPAD tools (YUPAD Calculator, YUPAD Bees Methodology and YUPAD 
Curr iculum  for Educators and Policy Makers) . Space for im provem ent  in 
these tools’ developm ent  was discussed and ident ified.  
 
Next  t ransnat ional partners’ m eet ing is scheduled for February 2024 in 
Gdansk, Poland.  
 

Test in g  t h e YUPAD Too ls in  Au st r ia  

 
The YUPAD project  has been very busy in the last  
couple of m onths in Aust r ia. As a first  step, all 
relevant  docum ents have been t ranslated into 
Germ an – the YUPAD recipes, the t raining 
m aterials, and curr icula, the YUPAD m ethodology 
as well as the YUPAD calculator.  
 
On 15 March 2023 the YUPAD t raining for policy 
m akers was organised. The 9 t raining part icipants 
were very keen to learn about  part icipatory youth 
budgets. They discussed different  funding 

possibilit ies and com pared different  ways of organising part icipatory youth 
budgets in Aust r ia. They all agreed that  part icipatory youth budgets are an 
im portant  inst rum ent  to increase civic part icipat ion of youth.  
 
On April 21st,2023 the first  group of youth tested the YUPAD Calculator. For 
everyone it  was excit ing to see the pr ior ity topics of these young people. I t  
turned out  that  for them  the pr ior it ies are sport , youth m obilit y, health, and 
wellbeing. Based on these findings, they developed projects which could be 
funded under part icipatory youth budgets. One of these projects was an 
act ivist  youth act ion to t ravel by t rain to Vienna and dem and from  the 
Governm ent  free t rain t ickets for youth from  and to the capital.  
 



 

I n total, 88 Aust r ian youth tested the YUPAD Calculator by now and in three 
schools project  ideas for part icipatory youth budgets have been developed. 
 
On 3 July 2023, 10 Aust r ian educators part icipated in the YUPAD t raining. 
These educators were part icular ly interested in how to integrate 
sustainabilit y and clim ate just ice into the school system  through 
part icipatory youth budgets. 
 
 

Tr a in in g  Sem in ar s f o r  You t h  W or k  Sp ecia l i st s an d  Ed u cat o r s in  

Rig a 

 

On May 19 and 26, 2023, t raining 
sem inars were held in Riga for those 
involved in work with youth on 
m anifestat ions of youth part icipat ion and 
involvem ent  in the im plem entat ion of 
part icipatory budgets. Alm ost  20 
representat ives of the youth field 

part icipated in the sem inars in person and online (youth specialists, 
representat ives of youth cent res and non-governm ental organizat ions, 
consultants of school pupils’ councils, act ive young people, etc.)  from  
various Latvian m unicipalit ies -  Riga, Ropaži,  Ādaži,  etc. 
 
During the t raining sem inars, the part icipants had the opportunity to:  
 

• Get  acquainted with various m anifestat ions of youth part icipat ion and 
its im portance;  

• Understand the part icipat ion budget  and m echanism s for its 
im plem entat ion;  

• Learn m ethods and tools for finding out  the opinions of young people, 
developing ideas and present ing them  to local decision-m akers (using 
the "Bee Methodology" developed within the YUPAD project ) ;  

• Fam iliar ize yourself with the use of the online tool "Youth Part icipat ion 
Budget  Plat form " (yupad.net ) ;  

• Share experience and fam iliar ize yourself with exam ples of good 
pract ice in the involvem ent  of young people in part icipatory budgets 
in Latvia, etc. 

 
  



 

Tow ar d s a Per m an en t  Ci t i zen s'  Par t i cip at o r y  Mech an ism  in  t h e EU 

by Policy Departm ent  for Cit izens’ Rights and Const itut ional Affairs of the 

European Parliam ent  

 
This study assesses the EU part icipatory 
system  and its exist ing part icipatory channels 
against  m ount ing cit izens’ expectat ions for 
greater cit izen part icipat ion in EU decision-
m aking in the afterm ath of the Conference on 
the Future of Europe. 
 
First , the study system at ises and exam ines 

each exist ing part icipatory m echanism , from  the r ight  of pet it ion, the 
request  for access to docum ents and the com plaint  to the European 
Com m ission and European Om budsm an to the European Cit izens’ I nit iat ive, 
in term s of their  accessibilit y, responsiveness and effect iveness. 
 
Second, it  dem onst rates how these m echanism s’ individual and collect ive 
abilit y in helping cit izens to cont r ibute to the Union’s dem ocrat ic life 
rem ains lim ited due to a variety of st ructural factors, ranging from  low EU 
(part icipatory)  literacy and the fragm entat ion of the EU part icipatory 
channels to unequal access to the very sam e tools. 
 
Third, the study argues that  part  of these lim itat ions that  have histor ically 
lim ited the dem ocrat ic potent ial of EU cit izen part icipat ion m ight  potent ially 
be overcom e by the int roduct ion of an innovat ive representat ive 
part icipatory process, generally em bodied by cit izens’ assem blies. The key 
feature of this approach is the direct  involvem ent  of cit izens, who are 
random ly selected to represent  the cultural ident it ies and the diversity of 
society – beyond part isan divisions, part icular interests, and nat ionalit ies – 
in the decision-m aking process. As such, the representat ive deliberat ive 
m odel seem s part icular ly fit t ing for the EU, generally scarcely, unequally 
populated, and lit t le deliberat ive, policy process. 
 
Fourth, the study exam ines what  it  would take to em bed a random ly 
selected cit izens’ assem bly within the EU legal order. After contextualising 
this effort  within the ongoing, broader debate around the 
inst itut ionalisat ion of representat ive deliberat ive m odels, it  puts forward a 
m odel of an EU representat ive deliberat ive process that  could be set  up 
without  Treaty changes and operate in sync – not  in com pet it ion – with 
exist ing EU part icipatory channels. Under such a m odel, a perm anent  
Cit izens’ Cham ber, populated by random ly selected cit izens with previous 
deliberat ive experience, would regular ly discuss novel init iat ives generated 
either from  the bot tom -up, by cit izens through exist ing EU part icipatory 
channels, or from  the top-down, by the EU inst itut ions within their  
prerogat ives, with the aim  to propose on a yearly basis the convening of 



 

one or m ore ad hoc EU Cit izens’ Panels to advise on those very sam e 
them es. The proposed m odel not  only intends to provide cit izens with a 
perm anent  voice in the decision-m aking process, but  also with a system at ic 
m onitor ing system  to ensure they are heard. The aim  is to increase 
accountabilit y and reinvigorate the agenda-set t ing power of com m on 
cit izens through the creat ion of an integrated deliberat ive and part icipatory 
ecosystem  of dem ocrat ic engagem ent  and innovat ion to be em bedded, 
without  Treaty change, into the exist ing EU decision-m aking and 
inst itut ional architecture. 


