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Understanding 

Ecological Inequality

• disparities in access to natural resources, exposure 
to environmental hazards, and climate change 
impacts.

• Vulnerable communities often lack access to fertile 
land, clean water, and safe agricultural practices.

• These communities are more exposed to 
environmental degradation, loss of biodiversity, and 
extreme weather events.



Challenges facing global 

ecosystems currently

• Population explosion 

• Land and forest degradation 

• Decrease in biodiversity 

• Cultural erosion 

• Unplanned urbanisation 

• Climate crisis

• Global Political interventions



Agroecology 

Action and change that brings sustainability 
and resistance to all parts of the food system: 
ecological, economic and social. 

1. Agroecology as science

2. Agroecology as practice

3. Agroecology as a social justice movement

It has to be all three or it is not Agroecology!  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organic_farming
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


What is Agroecology? 

Agroecology is the application of the 
science of ecology (the science of how 
nature works) 

• to the study, design, and management of 
sustainable food systems, 

• the integration of the diverse knowledge 
systems generated by food system 
practitioners, 

• and the involvement of the social 
movements that are promoting the 
transition to fair, just, and sovereign 
food systems. 

Agroecology is understood as a science, 
practice, and as a social movement. 



What is agroecology
Diversified agroecological systems, 
encompass wide-ranging approaches with 
a clear direction of travel: 

• diversifying farms and farming 
landscapes; 

• replacing chemical inputs with 
ecologically-based materials, practices, 
and processes; 

• optimizing biodiversity; 

• and stimulating interactions between 
different species as part of holistic 
strategies to build long-term fertility, 
healthy agroecosystems, and just 
livelihoods. 



The 13 

Principles of 

Agroecology

1. Diversity 2. Synergy 3. Efficiency

4. Resilience 5. Recycling 6. Human and 

Social Values

7. Culture and 

Food Traditions



The 13 

Principles of 

Agroecology

8. Responsible 

Governance

9. Circular Economy 10. Co-Creation and 

Sharing of 

Knowledge

11. Food 

Sovereignty

12. Fairness 13. Animal Health 

and Welfare



Benefits of 

Agroecology 

in Addressing 

Inequality

Agroecology offers multiple benefits that 

directly address ecological and economic 

inequality

- Food sovereignty for local communities.

- Climate resilience through diversified, 

sustainable farming systems.

- Empowerment of marginalized groups, 

including small-scale farmers, women, and 

youth.



Challenges

• Limited government support and 
recognition in agricultural policy.

• Inadequate access to capital for small-scale 
farmers.

• Limited access to markets for 
agroecological produce.



What 

should be 

done?

To support agroecology and reduce 

ecological inequality, stakeholders must 

advocate for policies that;

- Provide subsidies and incentives for 

sustainable practices.

- Integrate agroecology into national 

climate and agricultural policies.

- Enhance market access for 

agroecological products.



What is the experience in Africa 



What is wrong with 

the current food 

production system 

in times of climate 

change and 

pandemic? 

Triple burden of malnutrition
• Hunger, micronutrient 

deficiencies, obesity &NCDs 
(cardiovascular, respiratory, 
cancer and diabetes) 

Environmentally unsustainable
• Biodiversity losses, water 

pollution, soil degradation, 
GHG emissions, unsustainable 
use of natural resources, low 
resilience …

Social inequities
• Poverty, disempowerment …

Neglect of cultural values 



Political economic 

analysis of Africa’s food 
related problems.



Does Agroecology work in Africa?

To make an evidence-based and
coherent case for agroecology as the
sustainable long-term solution for
farming in Africa



www.afsafrica.org/case-studies/



https://afsafrica.org/case-studies-agroecology/







Agroecology is becoming the norm 
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Entering into the 

higher education 

system 

More and more 

governments are 

endorsing it 

Scientific 

institutions 

increasingly 

engaged with it. 

Donor community 

is increasingly 

engaged

Philanthropy is 

increasingly 

supporting it 

UN bodies, FAO, 

IFAD and WFP, 

Support support it

Current pandemic 

and conflict is 

supporting it

Health crisis is 

driving consumers 

to agroecology 

Social movements 

are mobilizing for it

Appearing in 

international 

conventions 

http://www.bevegantastic.com/2017/08/honey-brook-organic-farm-csa-week-10.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Thanks


